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“Provision for pupils’
spiritual, moral, social
and cultural
development is very
effective.”
OFSTED

Key Stage Four

Choices 2022 - 2024

KS4 Pathways introduction
The Key Stage 4 curriculum has a strong academic core built around the English
Baccalaureate subject suite of English, Maths, Science, a Humanities subject and a
Modern Foreign Language. This core provides a strong platform for academic and
vocational/technical progression at age 16. These subjects are the key facilitators for
lifelong opportunities. The Department for Education expects Coundon Court to
deliver the EBacc to most students.
At KS4 there is also some scope for student choice based upon engagement,
aptitude and future employment planning. However, at this early stage of a student’s
educational career it is essential to maintain a breadth of experience to support
longer-term career options. Specialisation really begins to take place between the ages
of 16 and 21.
The core academic curriculum creates a robust pathway into A Levels and University
but crucially, also enables a strong platform for vocational/technical progression. All
students can see progression both up and along the national qualification ladder.
The Curriculum
None of our choices are ultimately limiting
for any student. However, at Post-16,
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(French or Spanish) plus 2 other choices.
Some students will be directed to an Employability programme as one of their
choices instead of a language, those students will be informed of this.
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Level 8 Award / Certificate / Diploma
Level 7 Award / Certificate / Diploma
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Level 6 Award / Certificate / Diploma
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Level 4 Award / Certificate / Diploma
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Higher Apprenticeship
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Diploma Music grades 6, 7 and 8
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NVQ
Level 2 National Certificate
Level 2 Award
Intermediate apprenticeship
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Level 1 NVQ

“Pupils have a clear understanding of what is right
and wrong and show respect and tolerance for the
beliefs of others.”
OFSTED

Core
Provision

Within the curriculum model, time will be dedicated to enhancing and enriching
students’ experiences. These lessons will include non-examined PE - with a focus on
healthy living for life and Society and Ethics with a focus on Religion, Ethics and PSHE.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award
This Award has a positive impact on young people’s lives, in terms of their personal
development and employability, and on wider society, from charities gaining active and
engaged volunteers to business hiring work ready recruits.
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is internationally recognised which is seen by many
employers and universities as the most beneficial extracurricular activity for young
people. The award in Year 9 is offered at Bronze Level and consists of four sections in
which students learn or develop an existing skill, take up a physical activity, volunteer in
the community and complete a 2-day 1 night expedition.

PiXL Edge
PiXL Edge is a framework for secondary schools and sixth form providers to develop and
accredit students’ attitudes, attributes and skills that are essential for employability and
life.
The EDGE programme enables students to develop skills that will help them at school and
give them the competitive edge when going to the sixth form, college, university and
beyond. Students will work on activities that improve-

Number of lessons per week (30 periods in total)

English
Mathematics
Science
Modern Foreign Language
Geography
History
Physical Education
Drama
Music
Art and Photography
Design, Engineering and Food Technology
Religious Education, Society and Ethics
Information Technology & Computing

Year 7
4
4
4
2
3
3
2
1
1
2
2
2

Year 8
4
4
4
3
3
3
2
1
1
1
2
1
1

Year 9
4
4
4
3
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
1

“Strategies to raise learners’
aspirations are having an impact.”
OFSTED

“A wide range of enrichment
opportunities are provided to
compliment the academic and
vocational programmes that
learners are following.”
OFSTED

GCSE Art
Exam Board: OCR Level 1/2 GCSE (9-1) in Art and Design: Fine Art
QAN: 60180869
How is the subject examined?
The subject is examined through a coursework portfolio and an externally set task. The set task
comprises a preparation folder of work and a 10-hour practical exam at the end of Year 11.
Coursework portfolio = 60% of final grade. Externally set task = 40% of final grade.

What will I study?
You will work on producing a coursework portfolio.
You will explore a range of different media techniques (both 2D and 3D), in response to a title or theme,
including: -

•
•
•
•
•

Paint - Water colour, acrylic paint, oil paints.
Print - Mono printing, foam board printing, and screen printing.
Drawing - Charcoal, pen, chalk, drawing pencils, oil pastels.
3D material - Clay, Modroc, wire, board, textiles.
Digital Media - Photography, Photoshop.

During Year 11 you will work on your externally set task, preparing a folder of work that will develop
towards a final piece; only the final piece will be produced in an exam.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
We offer two popular and successful courses for Post 16 study:
•
•
•
•

A Level Fine Art (you will need a Grade 6 at GCSE to enrol on this course).
A Level Photography.
Art GCSE is an excellent foundation for all of these courses, with many students progressing
onto Art and Design courses at University.
There are many careers when an art qualification is a distinct advantage, creativity is essential
for- architecture, work within the media, education at different levels and any art of designbased industry e.g. fashion, graphics, illustration, animation, game design or digital imaging.

What else should I know about this subject?
Art is an excellent subject if you have a practical bias and like to express your own creative ideas. You will
work hard to explore the different materials and techniques in a disciplined and lively atmosphere. You
will have trips to Art galleries to support your work and enhance your understanding of art and artists. If
you have any questions about the GCSE Art course, please speak to one of the teachers in the Art
Department.

GCSE Business Studies
Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas Level (9-1) GCSE Business
QAN: 60303050
How is the subject examined?
This is a highly relevant and engaging course, designed to deepen your understanding of the
way in which businesses operate in a dynamic, changing and competitive environment.
The new scheme is assessed through two external examinations, Business Dynamics and Business
Considerations. Business Dynamics accounts for 62.5% of the marks and Business Considerations
accounts for 37.5% of the marks. The final exams will happen in May/June of Year 11.
During the course you will study topics that are directly relevant to the business world, and you
will learn practical skills that employers are looking for.

What will I study?


Business Activity – how businesses meet the needs of customers by providing a
product or service.



Influences on Business - understand that businesses operate in an external
environment and understand the external influences that impact on business activity.



Business Operations - how to ensure quality products and prices make a profit.



Human Resources - how to recruit and motivate the right staff for your business.



Marketing - how to identify, anticipate and satisfy customer needs in a profitable way.



Finance - how to manage cash flow and understand profit and loss accounts, balance
sheets and other key financial theory.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
The GCSE course is an ideal introduction to Business Studies and forms a solid foundation for
continuing to A Level studies at our Sixth Form or indeed, for following further studies or an
apprenticeship in Business

GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy)
Exam Board: AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Combined Science: Trilogy
QAN: 6018758X
How is the subject examined?
GCSE Combined (Trilogy) Science will, like all of core subjects, be examined by written
examinations and you will gain a dual graded qualification in the format of 5-6 or 6-6 etc. There
will be 2 Biology, 2
Chemistry and 2 Physics papers which will be made up of a mixture of multiple choice, structured,
short answer and open response questions.

What will I study?
Combined Science covers a wide range of topics across the different disciplines of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. In Biology, you will study cell biology, organisation, infection and response,
bioenergetics, inheritance, variation, inheritance, and ecology. The Chemistry content covers
atomic structure, bonding, quantitative Chemistry, chemical changes, energy changes, the rate
and extent of change, organic Chemistry, chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere and
using resources. The Physics modules include energy, electricity, particles, atomic structure,
forces, waves, magnetism and electromagnetism. The course also includes a number of required
practicals linked to the subject content.

What Post-16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
GCSE Combined Science is required for a range of technical careers and for higher education
courses, including teaching and nursing. Combined Science is worth two GCSEs, so even if you do
not want to study Science any further, it be crucial in meeting entry requirements for your next
step.
Achieving a high grade in GCSE Science could potentially allow you to progress onto our A Level
or Level 3 BTEC Science courses. It is highly valued and will be important for those looking at
Engineering as well as other fields such as Sport or Psychology.

What else should I know about this subject?
Science is becoming increasingly more important, as it is a key driver in the UK economy and will
create careers for the young people of our country. The future will be created by the students of
today and new and exciting innovations do not come from lone geniuses brooding in laboratories,
but from combining technologies that already exist or have recently evolved. A good example is
the Google self-driving car, which is made possible not by some startling breakthrough in artificial
intelligence but by putting together massive processing power with machine-learning software,
detailed mapping and new kinds of sensor technology. This is just one example amongst
thousands of the scientific and technological advances which will shape tomorrow. To play a part
in the future you will need to understand the principles of Science behind it. Whichever path you
choose, having a good understanding of Science will create opportunities for you.

GCSE Computer Science
Exam Board: OCR Course Code J277 Computer Science
QAN: 6018355X
How is the subject examined?
The Computer Science course is made up of 2 components, examined in 2 written papers
Paper 1—written exam (1 hour 30 mins) set in a practical scenario. Computational thinking,
problem solving, code tracing and applied computing as well as theoretical knowledge of
Computer Science from topics 1–4 above. Worth 50% of the GCSE.
Paper 2— written exam (1 hour 30 mins) on theoretical knowledge from topics 3–7 above. Worth
50% of the GCSE

What will I study?
There are 8 main topics in this course:
•

Fundamentals of algorithms – how to create step-by-step solutions to problems.

•

Programming – Python, Visual Basic and an introduction to HTML, SQL and Java.

•

Fundamentals of data representation – how data is stored and accessed in a computer
system

•

Computer systems – hardware and software components.

•

Fundamentals of computer networks – how the internet and smaller networks operate.

•

Fundamentals of cyber security – keeping data and computer systems secure.

•

Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society, including
issues of

•

Privacy.

•

Aspects of software development – how to go about project managing in software
development.

You will also complete a practical programming project, which will take approximately 20 hours
This is a creative and exciting subject which challenges you to think outside the box and use a wide
range of skills, including social skills! However, it is a subject for students who are good at Maths
and enjoy problem-solving.

What Post 16 choices can studying Computing lead to?
A Level Computing; Vocational IT Qualifications; Degree course in Computing, Engineering and
Science.
GCSE Computer Science is not just for people wanting a career in the IT and computing industry,
the skills and techniques you learn can be useful in any workplace e.g. a career in the fast-paced
world of apps and games creation as a software engineer

National Certificate in Creative IMedia
Exam Board: OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia
QAN: 60070432
How is the subject examined?
The course is assessed in two ways:
•
Three internally assessed units, each worth 25%, which are then moderated by the
exam board.
•
A final written paper based on a pre-release case study worth the final 25%.

Cambridge National Certificate in ICT - What will I study?
Mandatory Units
•
R081: Pre-production skills - Written paper OCR set and marked 1 hour 15 mins – 60
marks.
•
R082: Creating digital graphics - Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated.
Optional Units
•
R087 - Creating an Interactive multimedia product - Centre Assessed task OCR
moderated.
•
R088 - Creating Digital Sound - Centre Assessed task OCR moderated.
Studying Creative iMedia will allow you to build up your creative media skills through their
practical use.
They will provide you with essential knowledge, transferable skills and tools to improve your
learning in other subjects with the aims of enhancing your employability when you leave
education, contributing to your personal development and future economic well-being.

What Post 16 choices will studying iMedia lead to?
iMedia opens up an incredible world of opportunities, both in the technology industries and
in supporting roles in almost every kind of job.
iMedia people not only need technical skills and knowledge but also other characteristics
such as an ability to communicate clearly to all levels of business personnel; planning and
project management skills and excellent self-motivation, decision making and problemsolving abilities. Studying this iMedia certificate would also prepare you well for studying at
Sixth Form

GSCE Design & Technology
Exam Board: AQA GCSE (9-1) in Design and Technology 8552
QAN: 60309842
How is the subject examined?
1. Non-examined assessment (NEA) - 50% of the overall grade awarded 35 hours of work The NEA
requires students to use their knowledge and skills in designing and making principles to respond to a
contextual challenge set by the awarding body. Students will apply their knowledge of technical
principles of D&T in their work and be expected to work independently to plan, investigate, and create
their own design response to the challenge as well as manufacturing their own product under controlled
conditions. Students will be expected to produce a detailed 20 page A3 design portfolio documenting
investigation, design development, manufacturing plans, record of manufacture and evaluation
worth 70% of the NEA marks along with a functional prototype of their product worth 30% of the NEA
marks.
2. Written exam - 50% of the overall grade awarded, 2 hours
The exam is taken at the end of Year 11 and is a mix of short and longer answer questions requiring
both written and drawn responses. The exam covers the all areas of the D&T core content with some
questions allowing students to respond using their specialist area knowledge and in addition 15% of the
marks awarded are based on functional knowledge and application of Science and Maths
knowledge to at least expected standard in KS3.

What will I study?
In Year 9 students will explore and work in a range of materials including timbers, metals, polymers,
paper and board, textiles and electronics and mechanisms as well as other core knowledge and skills
such as new and emerging technologies, modern and smart materials, sustainable design and
manufacture, how energy is generated and stored and electronic and mechanical systems. During Year
10 students will develop their depth of knowledge and skills supported by developing their functional
Maths skills to prepare them for the written exam. Year 11 will focus on the non-examined assessment;
a sustained design and manufacture project based on a context set by the awarding body, as well as
preparation for the end of course examination. Students should note that detailed written work is
required for GCSE D&T as well as developing designing and manufacturing skills. Students taking Design
and Technology have access to well-equipped design suites and workshops and the use of a 3D printer,
laser cutter, CNC router, dye sublimation printing, vinyl and card cutters, computerised sewing
machines and use of industry standard software such as Autodesk Fusion, Adobe suite, Speedstep and
school standard software such as Techsoft 2D design.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
This course would lead onto our successful A Level D&T course or any design or engineering related
courses. Many of the transferable skills such as problem solving, planning, communication, ICT and
design skills are valued by a wide range of employers in many different sectors of industry.

What else should I know about this subject?
Students must be ready to explore new equipment and materials, use ICT or hand skills and work both
independently and in groups. Above all, they must be hard working, be responsible, take
opportunities, have the ability to problem solve and work independently in both written and practical
work. They need to be good at planning, thinking ahead and be able to use mathematical, scientific and
technical knowledge and language effectively to communicate with their peers, teachers and
examiners. They will learn to understand the needs of others are they solve problems by making fully
functioning products that are fit for purpose. If you have any questions about this course, please speak
to your Design and Technology teacher.

GSCE Drama
Exam Board: Eduqas GCSE (9-1) in Drama C690QS
QAN: 601/8420/6
How is the subject examined?
We offer GCSE Drama following the Eduqas Syllabus, which is broken down into three Components
Component 1: Devising Theatre
NEA: Internally assessed. Externally moderated
40% of Qualification
Assessed on Acting or Design in a Devised performance
Assessed on a Written Realisation/ Portfolio and Evaluation
Component 2: Performing from a Text
NEA: Externally assessed by a visiting examiner
20% of Qualification
Assessed on Acting or Design in a Scripted performance
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre
Written Examination: 1hr 30 minutes
40% of Qualification
Section A: Set Text Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman
Section B: Live Theatre Review

What will I study?
Component 1: Devising Theatre
This component requires students to devise their own original group performance by working
collaboratively with others based on four set stimulus and a Theatre Practitioner. Students choose
an Acting or Design route. Their original performance will be researched, refined and rehearsed
with a set intention and target audience to be performed to. Students will complete written
reflections throughout the study of the component, which will culminate in them producing written
evidence for marking. Students will also complete an Evaluation in timed and controlled conditions.

Component 2: Performance from Text
This component requires students to study one text and choose two key extracts for performance.
Skills are built through either Acting or Design. Students will work with a director to interpret this
text and rehearse and refine their two performances, leading to a final externally examined
performance.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice
This Component focuses on preparation for a written exam. For Section A, students will prepare
work on a set text both practically and through writing, to consider how an Actor, Director and
Designer might interpret the play. For Section B, students will learn how to interpret Live Theatre,
and evaluate the Performance and Design Skills they have watched. They will answer questions on
the exam by analysing and evaluating the performance they have watched.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to? A Level Drama and any future career
which involves dealing with people/inter-personal skills values Drama as a qualification - teaching,
journalism, uniformed services, retail, management, acting, librarian, arts administration,
publishing, law, psychologist, costume/stage design, nursing to name a few.

GCSE English & English Literature
Exam Board: AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Language
QAN: 60142923
Exam Board: AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in English Literature
QAN: 60144476
How is the subject examined?
Both GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature are now 100% exam assessed. Each
qualification requires you to sit two examinations and complete one speaking and listening task
(non-exam assessment) to meet the requirements of the GCSE.

What will I study?
In GCSE English Language you will study how to analyse fiction and non-fiction extracts from 19th
century to modern day texts. In Paper 1 you will be asked to analyse a piece of fiction and in Paper
2 you will be asked to analyse two pieces of non-fiction. The examinations will involve analysing
unseen extracts and applying the skills that you learn over the duration of the GCSE English
Language course in order to respond to the questions asked.

In GCSE English Literature you will study a combination of pre-selected texts in order to prepare
for two closed-book examinations. In Paper 1 you will study one Shakespeare text and one pre-19th
Century text and in Paper 2 you will study a Modern Text, a collection of poems and be examined
in an analysis of an unseen poem too.

What Post-16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
Both English Language and English Literature are extremely popular choices to make at Post-16, due
to the wide ranging opportunities that an A Level in either of these subjects can give you. If you are
considering a career in Law, Consultancy, Journalism, History, Linguistics, Advertising and
Marketing, Teaching, Performing Arts, Media and Design and Business, the skillset that you gain
from studying an A Level in English Language or in English Literature will be hugely beneficial.

What else should I know about this subject?
Many of you will be under the impression that you can’t revise for English, however this is not the
case. Studying for your GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature will require you to
complete ongoing revision throughout the course as the demands are high in both of these
qualifications, especially with them being closed-book examinations.

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition
Exam Board: AQA GCSE (9-1) in Food Preparation and Nutrition 8585
QAN: 60184218
How is the subject examined? Students will complete two units:
•
•

Unit 1 Principles of Food and Nutrition - Written Exam 50% of overall grade
Unit 2 Food and Nutrition in Action - Non-examined assessment (NEA) in two parts to total

50% of the overall grade

Part A: Food Investigation NEA- students will select an investigation theme from a choice of three.
A scientific food investigation that will assess student’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to
scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. This will be in the form of a written
report following a series of scientific experiments that students must plan and carry out independently.
This is completed in term 1 of Year 11 following experience of science experimentation during Year 9 and
10.

Part B: Food Preparation NEA - student will be able to select one task from a choice of three.
This NEA assesses student’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to investigating,
planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food in response to a context set by the awarding body.
Students will investigate and devise a series of dishes to trial and demonstrate skills before creating their
final choice of three high skills dishes in a 3 hour practical exam in Year 11. They will then evaluate their
dishes using their own and consumer feedback. This is studied in term 1 and 2 of Year 11 following
extensive practice at food preparation skills in Year 9 and 10.

What will I study?
During the three years of study students will develop their knowledge in understanding the science of
food, principals of nutrition, the economic environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food
availability, production processes, diet and health choices, diet and health and food commodities. They
will also enjoy developing their food preparation skills and practical food science investigation skills
through lots of practical skills work.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
Food Nutrition will teach students valuable skills that go beyond the classroom level and prepare them for
further education or a career in food dietetics, Sports Science, Food Catering Industry, Nutritionist, Food
Development, Teacher, Food Science and Food Engineering.

What else should I know about this subject?
The food preparation and nutrition course is focussed on the preparation of food, the science behind food,
nutrition and the ethical issues of food production. Students need to be ready to work independently as
well as collaboratively with peers. Students need to be organised, have the ability to think ahead and the
ability to use numeracy skills and technical vocabulary to communicate effectively.
The nature of GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition means that students will be expected to bring in
ingredients on a regular basis as part of their practical learning throughout the course and should be willing
to practice their food preparation skills at home as part of their family’s meal preparations. If you have any
questions about this course, please talk to your Design and Technology teacher

GCSE French
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in French
QAN: 60187086
How is the subject examined?
Students will take four exams at the end of Year 11 testing the four key skills: listening, speaking,
reading and writing. The speaking exam will be conducted with your teacher in April or May.
Each component is equally weighted and worth 25% of the total mark.
There will be several opportunities to practice the four skills in lessons, to fully prepare you for your
exams.

What will I study?
We begin with themes that are familiar to you from your KS3 course, but we look at them in greater
depth and from more varied viewpoints. There are five main themes:

•

Identity and culture (family and friends, free-time, daily life, celebrations).

•

Local area, holidays and travel (activities and places in town, tourist transactions).

•

School (a typical school day, school trips).

•

Future aspirations, study and work (using languages in the future, jobs and careers).

•

International and global dimension (good causes, environmental issues).

What Post-16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
There are many advantages to studying a language. Firstly, many top universities are making an A- Level
in a language a requirement for entry, so languages can be a great help if you intend to study further!
It has also been proven that learning languages helps to challenge and improve the cognitive side of
your brain! Studying languages leads directly into jobs such as translation and interpreting but is also
an ideal complement to work in industry, journalism, media and tourism. Many employers are looking
for people who are able to speak a second language and all of these sectors need people who can
communicate well – a skill that is developed through learning a language. Learning a language opens up
opportunities to work abroad, not only in Europe, but also further afield! This may involve teaching
English abroad, helping relief organisations in developing countries or doing almost any job that you
could normally do in the UK!

What else should I know about this subject?
Please feel free to talk to any member of the MFL department if you would like any more information
about the course. In the meantime, you may like to visit the following website.
www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french - Test your French knowledge.

GCSE Geography
Exam Board: AQA Level 1/2 GCSE (9-1) in Geography A (Geographical Themes)
QAN: 60184103

Why should I study Geography?
Geography enables young people to become globally and environmentally informed and thoughtful,
enquiring citizens. The new GCSE (9-1) Geography is designed so that learners can appreciate and
understand a range of issues that affect people and places at a range of scales from local to global.

Skills you will gain from Geography?
• Know Geography - develop and understand knowledge.
• Think like a Geographer - gain understanding of interactions, change and interrelationships
- different scales and contexts.
• Study like a Geographer - develop and extend competence in a range of skills and apply sound
enquiry questions.
• Apply your geography knowledge - apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and
approaches to real world contexts and to contemporary situations and issues; and develop wellevidenced arguments drawing on your geographical knowledge and understanding.

What will I study?

Topics
covered

How it is
assessed

Question
style

Paper 1 – Living with the
physical environment

Paper 2 – Challenges in
the human environment

Paper 3 –
Geographical
applications

- The challenge of natural
hazards
- The living world
- Physical landscapes in the
UK
- Geographical skills
1 hour 30 minutes exam
88 marks (including 3
marks for spelling,
punctuation, grammar and
specialist terminology SPaG)
35% of GCSE

- The challenge of natural
hazards
- The living world
- Physical landscapes in the
UK
- Geographical skills
1 hour 30 minutes exam
88 marks (including 3
marks for SPaG)
35% of GCSE

- Issue evaluation
- Fieldwork*
- Geographical skills

1 hour 15 minutes
exam
76 marks
(including 6 marks
for SPaG)
30% of GCSE
Pre- release resources
12 weeks before the
exam
Multiple-choice, short answer, level of response, extended prose.

GCSE course a fieldtrip is compulsory and will require a contribution of approximately £50.

GCSE History
Exam Board: Pearson Level 1/2 GCSE (9-1) in History B
(Schools History Project)
QAN: 60180924
How is the subject examined?
There are three exams at the end of Year 11 as follows:

Paper 1 – Thematic Study and Historical Environment - 30% of the GCSE.
Paper 2 – Period study and British Depth Study – 40% of the GCSE. Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study
- 30% of the GCSE

What will I study?


Thematic Study: Crime and Punishment, c.1000 to present.



Historical Environment: Whitechapel, 1870-1900.



British Depth Study: Early Elizabethan England, 1558–1569.



The Period Study: The American West, 1835–1895.



Modern Depth Study: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–1939.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
History and the skills it develops are one of the most widely valued by universities and the world
of work. History equips students with great transferable skills including: the ability to write a
balanced and supported account, the ability to write essays, analyse and evaluate evidence and
form supported conclusions. Furthermore, it allows students to recognise bias and present a clear
argument. This subject is particularly useful for careers such as: Politics, Teaching, Law,
Journalism and a career with the Police.

Making History meaningful
The Edexcel History course encourages learners to become curious, to develop their own
opinions based on a respect for evidence, and to build a deeper understanding of the present by
engaging with and questioning the past. The specification is based on content which helps
learners to address fundamental issues in human history. It brings together people, events and
issues that learners will find fascinating and that will stimulate a desire to explore the similarities
and differences between people’s lives in the past and their own lives now.

GCSE Mathematics
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Mathematics
QAN: 60147003
How is the subject examined?
GCSE Maths is a tiered qualification. There are two tiers of entry: Foundation – Grades U-5; and Higher –
Grades 4-9.
Assessment is 100% examination. You will sit three 1 hour and 30-minute papers at the end of Year 11.
Paper 1 is non-calculator. Papers 2 and 3 are calculator papers.
Each paper is worth 80 marks, and your final grade is based on your total combined score of all three
papers.
During the course, your progress will be regularly assessed through both tests (at least once per term) and
also homework (set at least once per week).

What will I study?
You will study the following 6 strands of Mathematics: number, algebra, ratio and proportion, geometry
and measures, probability, and statistics. This content will be examined across all 3 of the papers. The
proportion of each of these areas will be different, depending upon which you sit, and will be
approximately as in the table below:

Foundation %
Higher %

Number

Algebra

25
15

20
30

Ratio
Proportion
25
20

Geometry &
Measures
15
20

Statistics &
Probability
15
15

What Post-16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
A strong GCSE in Maths leads naturally into studying Mathematics at A-Level (and beyond) However, a
good understanding of Mathematics is beneficial to many subjects including the Sciences, Engineering,
Psychology, IT/Computing and Geography. A good Maths GCSE grade is also respected by future
employers and companies offering apprenticeships.

What else should I know about this subject?
Maths can be a challenging, but fun, subject! You will need to have resilience to enable you to keep
trying when you are finding things difficult. The problem-solving skills you learn in Maths will be
beneficial to all of your other areas as you tackle problems you may have never encountered before.
A proper scientific calculator is essential for studying the course; a basic pocket calculator is not
sufficient at GCSE level. As calculators vary in their functions and the way they are used, we strongly
recommend you purchase the Casio fx-83GTX. Alternatively, to be sure of having the correct model, you
can purchase this directly from the Maths Office in school for the discounted price of £9.

GCSE Music
Exam Board: OCR Level 1/2 GCSE (9-1) in Music
QAN: 60182167
How is the subject examined?
GCSE Music is enjoyed by many students who have enjoyed performing and creating their own pieces in
KS3 lessons. The course consists of 60% coursework (two performances, two compositions and two
commentaries), plus a listening exam (40%). Work can be recorded in the school’s recording studio, if
students wish.
The use of Apple Macs is encouraged for composition work and the result can sound extremely
professional. This is a very enjoyable part of the course and students often feel very proud of their
‘Creative’ achievements. Equipment available includes a purpose-built recording studio, 31 Apple Macs
(GarageBand and Sibelius 7 software), synthesizers, keyboards, an effects unit, microphones, a drum
machine, a multi-track recorder, mixing desk and various instruments.

What will I study during the course?
Integrated Portfolio
Performance and composition tasks linked together by the candidates own instrument. They will explore
the skills and capabilities of their instrument and produce a solo performance to demonstrate their ability.
They will create a composition for their instrument. This is an internally assessed, externally moderated
component.

Practical Component
Ensemble performance and composition to a board set brief. A selection of briefs will be released in the
September of the year the certification linked to the areas of study. The ensemble performance can be on
any instrument and any genre and must be performed with at least one other live musician. This is an
internally assessed, externally moderated component.

Listening Exam
Listening, appraisal and notation skills assessed in an examination at the end of the course. This is
externally assessed and covers a variety of topics, such as rhythms of the world, popular music through
the decades and film and video game music.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
A level Music Technology (also Level 3 BTEC music or A level Music).
Career options include journalism, teaching, DJ, TV or radio broadcasting/producing, sound engineer,
theatre manager, acting, pop music, librarian, therapist, arts administration, working in record companies,
publishing and law.

What else should I know about this subject?
The emphasis is on practical work (60% of the course). You can choose any instrument to perform on
including keyboards, traditional Indian tabla and voice. We have some of the best facilities in Coventry and
had a pass rate of 100% A*- C last year. Experience playing an instrument (including singing) is beneficial
and taking lessons on an instrument (or voice) is highly recommended. Pupils can also access the GCSE
through the use of music technology as an alternative to/or in line with traditional acoustic instruments.

GCSE PE
Exam Board: OCR Level 1/2 GCSE (9-1) in Physical Education
QAN: 60184425
How is the subject examined?
The syllabus is divided into two parts. It consists of:

a) Practical Activity Assessment, Analysing and Evaluating Performance (AEP).
The practical performance is assessed continuously by the school’s Physical Education teachers.
Moderation then takes place by the board, who standardise marking prior to the examination.

b) 2 examination papers (60% total, 30% each paper)
Paper 1 – Applied Anatomy and Physiology and Physical Training - 1 hour written.
Paper 2 – Socio-Cultural Influences Sports Psychology, Health, Fitness and Wellbeing - 1 hour written.

What will I study?
GCSE Physical Education consists of both practical performance and assessment of theoretical knowledge.
The course focuses on: physical factors affecting performance through applied anatomy and physiology
and physical training and social cultural issues and sports psychology. Students will be assessed in three
practical activities with one team, one individual and a third which is either individual or team (30%) During
this practical element student will also be assessed in analysing and evaluating performances (10%).
To fulfil the requirements of the practical programme, students will be judged on their ability in three
areas of physical activity, ranging from the major team games (e.g. netball and rugby), and/or individual
activities (e.g. swimming, athletics and trampolining), and/or expressive arts (e.g. gymnastics).
Students who wish to follow the GCSE course MUST participate in a school sport team(s) and perform
regularly in and out of school so they can complete their participation logs. This is an essential requirement
of the course.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
GCSE PE can be the foundation to study A-Level at Post-16. Many careers now exist in and around sport
which can include the following; PE teacher, coach, sports scientist, physiotherapist, sports therapist, sport
management, sports psychologist, biologist, psychologist, sport psychologist.

What else should I know about this subject?
Promotion of health for life. GCSE PE provides the chance to acquire a written qualification in an area of
the curriculum which many students already enjoy and in which they are highly talented. Physical
Education GCSE is a demanding theoretical and practical course.
Students should recognise the academic rigours of this course and have a good knowledge of biology and
some physics as it encompasses these two sciences. This subject should appeal to and be taken by those
students are have a love of PE and Sport and who regularly participate in activity both in and out of school
and have a keen interest in the sciences and wish to pursue a career in sport.

GCSE Photography
Exam Board: OCR Level 1/2 GCSE (9-1) in Art and Design: Photography
QAN: 60180869
How is the subject examined?
The subject is examined through a coursework portfolio and an externally set task. The set task comprises
of a preparation folder of work and a 10 hour practical exam at the end of Year 11.
Coursework portfolio = 60% of the final grade. Externally set task = 40% of the final grade.

What will I study?
You will work on producing a coursework portfolio based on a theme of your choice. You will explore both
traditional darkroom techniques and new digital media to produce photographic outcomes including:•
•
•
•

Explore imaging techniques - composition, framing, depth of field, film speed, shutter speed,
lighting, exposure and viewpoints.
Experiment with media, processes and techniques.
Develop an understanding of digital photography and Photoshop processes.
Develop an understanding of traditional/analogue Photography and darkroom processes.

During Year 11 you will work on an externally set task, preparing a folder of work that will develop towards
a final piece that will be produced in an exam.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
We offer two popular and successful courses for Post 16 study:•
•

A Level Fine Art (you will need a B Grade at GCSE to enrol on this course).
A Level Photography.

GCSE Photography is an excellent foundation to both the above courses, with many students progressing
on to a foundation degree of fine Art/Photography degree course.
There are many careers where a photography qualification is a distinct advantage, creativity is essential
for architecture, work within the media, photojournalism, education at different levels, graphic design,
media/digital engineering, creative directing, game design or any design based employment. Digital media
is an essential element in all aspects of the design world and GCSE Photography will provide a solid
foundation to develop this skill further in Post 16.

What else should I know about this subject?
Photography is an excellent subject if you like to express yourself creatively; you will work hard to explore
different techniques in a disciplined and lively atmosphere.
“To me photography is an art of observation. It’s about finding something interesting in an ordinary
place…… I’ve found it has little to do with the things you see and everything to do with the way you see
them.” ELLIOTT ERWITT
If you have any questions about the GCSE Photography course, please speak to one of your teachers in the
Art Department.

GCSE Religious Studies
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Religious Studies B
QAN: 60300632
How is the subject examined?
There are no internally assessed units or coursework in RE, all knowledge is assessed at the end of
Year 11 in two papers.

What will I study?
You will study a range of religious, philosophical and ethical issues from your own perspective and the
perspective of followers of the Christian and Sikh faiths, and also a Humanist viewpoint. Religious issues
include questions about the nature of God and key religious beliefs, the effectiveness of prayer, and
alternative views about life after death. Philosophical issues include the existence of God, alternative
views about the creation of the world, and the problem of evil. Ethical issues include abortion, euthanasia,
crime and punishment, and issues surrounding peace and conflict.

What Post-16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
We offer A Level Religious Studies at Coundon Court which is an option that some students feel inspired
to choose after studying the subject at GCSE. GCSE Religious Studies is an academic qualification that
counts as one of your Progress 8 subjects. The subject is well regarded by employers and is particularly
valuable for anyone looking to go into a career involving education, social work, health, law, medicine,
journalism and the media etc.

What else should I know about this subject?
It is a statutory government requirement for all students to study Religious Education until they leave
school. Using this time to study for a GCSE allows the students the opportunity to have this formally
recognised as an additional qualification. The skills that you develop in Religious Studies are beneficial for
whatever career you choose and include debating, listening to and understanding the views of others,
analysing sources, justifying your own personal opinion, evaluating moral issues using ethical theories
(such as utilitarianism and situation ethics) and becoming more tolerant of viewpoints that differ to your
own.
According to the Department for Education:
“Religion and beliefs inform our values and are reflected in what we say and how we behave. RE is an
important subject in itself, developing an individual’s knowledge and understanding of the religions and
beliefs which form part of contemporary society….RE also contributes to students’ personal development
and well-being and to community cohesion by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a diverse society.
RE can also make important contributions to other parts of the school curriculum such as citizenship,
personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE education), the humanities, education for
sustainable development and others. It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual
development, deepening the understanding of the significance of religion in the lives of others –
individually, communally and cross-culturally.”
Religious Education in English Schools: Non-Statutory Guidance. DCSF, 2010, p. 7

GCSE Spanish
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Spanish
QAN: 60187104
How is the subject examined?
Students will take four exams at the end of Year 11 testing the four key skills: listening, speaking, reading
and writing. The speaking exam will be conducted with your teacher in April or May. Each component is
equally weighted and worth 25% of the total mark.
There will be several opportunities to practise the four skills in lessons, to fully prepare you for your
exams.

What will I study?
We begin with themes that are familiar to you from your KS3 course, but we look at them in greater
depth and from more varied viewpoints. There are five main themes:
•

Identity and culture (family and friends, free-time, daily life, celebrations).

•

Local area, holidays and travel (activities and places in town, tourist transactions).

•

School (a typical school day, school trips).

•

Future aspirations, study and work (using languages in the future, jobs and careers).

•

International and global dimension (good causes, environmental issues).

What Post-16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
There are many advantages to studying a language. Firstly, many top universities are making an A- Level
in a language a requirement for entry, so languages can be a great help if you intend to study further! It
has also been proven that learning languages helps to challenge and improve the cognitive side of your
brain! Studying languages leads directly into jobs such as translation and interpreting but is also an ideal
complement to work in industry, journalism, media and tourism. Many employers are looking for people
who are able to speak a second language and all of these sectors need people who can communicate
well – a skill that is developed through learning a language. Learning a language opens up opportunities
to work abroad, not only in Europe but also further afield. This may involve teaching English abroad,
helping relief organisations in developing countries or doing almost any job that you could normally do
in the UK!

What else should I know about this subject?
Please feel free to talk to any member of the MFL department if you would like any more information
about the course. In the meantime, you may like to visit the following website:

www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish - Test your Spanish knowledge

GCSE Sociology
Exam Board: AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9-1) in Sociology
QAN: 60307985
How is the subject examined?
There are no internally assessed units or coursework in Sociology, all knowledge is assessed at the end
of Year 11 in written papers.

What will I study?
Sociology is concerned with how the groups that belong within society helps to shape our behaviour.
All modules are externally examined by way of a written exam. As this is a linear course students
complete their examination of Unit 1 and Unit 2 at the end of Year 11. Each unit is worth 50% of the
overall grade. All modules are followed by an end of unit test over the course of the three years.
Unit 1
This unit focuses on examining the nature of families within society; the nature of education from
different perspectives and a consideration of how sociologists use research methods to investigate social
issues.
Unit 2
This unit focuses on explanations of crime and deviance; power and the nature of social inequality within
society.

What Post 16 choices will studying this subject lead to?
•
•
•
•

Sociology A Level.
Psychology A Level.
All caring professions.
Professions involving working with young people, for example Social Work.

What else should I know about this subject?
Sociology is a challenging subject where written work is very important. You will require a good standard
of English and a mind which is open to new ideas to be successful in this subject.
By studying Sociology you will develop a range of skills. These will not only be suitable for this subject,
but for many others. Included here is:
•
•
•
•
•

The ability to become more aware about social issues.
The ability to work independently.
The ability to work effectively as a group.
The ability to engage in debates.
The ability to analyse, evaluate and to think critically.

Student Notes
National Careers Service can offer independent Careers advice via https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
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