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Our Vision for
Coundon Court Students

Welcome to
Coundon Court

Our strategic priorities at Coundon Court are based around 2 main strands – Coundon Court Community and
Curriculum and Learning Excellence. These underpin our school development priorities.
Coundon Court Community

Co-Headteachers’
Message
Coundon Court is a distinguished and progressive school whose aim is to ensure that every student embraces
“challenge” on their journey towards personal and academic success.

1.

We promote positive relationships and behavior, and strive for 100% attendance.

2.

Students engage with our Co-curricular and Enrichment programmes as part of their wider personal
development that supports their wellbeing.

3.

Students are proud to be at Coundon Court as shown through participation in our House System and
through feedback from Student Voice.

4.

Our Community Cohesion projects puts Coundon Court at the heart of our community.

Curriculum and Learning Excellence
1.

We have a broad, challenging and purposeful curriculum and we ensure all students have the
appropriate support that they need in order that they can access it fully.

2.

Our classrooms are efficient and effective learning environments – lessons are responsive and
feedback opportunities are used to inform future learning.

3.

Staff Professional Development ensures we are experts in our provision and that we research into
modern strategies for effective teaching and mentoring.

4.

We ensure our learners have the skills and knowledge to progress by providing academic/pastoral
interventions and independent information advice and guidance in relation to careers and pathways
at 16 and 18 years old.

Values
We are committed to preparing our students for their futures, by ensuring they are:






Happy and caring
Responsible learners
Aspirational
Showing resilience
Outward facing citizens

Our staff build positive relationships with students and we ensure that everyone has personal support, so that each
student can fulfil their potential, whilst also aspiring to be the best they can be.
At Coundon Court we have a purposeful learning environment, one that produces well rounded individuals. We
expect our students to volunteer; to mentor; and to engage with extra-curricular activities.
We expect our students to be excited, coming to school knowing that they will enjoy each day. We want them to
have a thirst for knowledge and be keen to develop their skills and attitudes. We encourage them to ask questions;
to be inquisitive; and to be prepared to take their place in the world.
We both feel privileged to lead Coundon Court through the next steps of our school’s journey and we invite you to
explore our website in order to find out more about what makes our school special.

Mr D Clarkson and Mr S Mohomed

“Provision for pupils’
spiritual, moral, social
and cultural
development is very
effective.”
OFSTED

Happy and Caring
Students

Our main aim here at Coundon Court is to provide a safe,
inclusive and encouraging learning environment for all
students to succeed and thrive!

Here at Coundon Court, we pride ourselves on the transitional work we do, getting to know each
student before they arrive at the start of Year 7. Our pastoral teams support every student at
each stage of their school career from their transition into Year 7, all the way through to Year 11
and onto their Post-16 choices – ensuring that they are happy and cared for.
We pride ourselves in offering tailored support for our students’ needs. We have several layers
of care to assist all students through each phase of their school life. This begins with students
having a tutor they see every day, who guides them through their journey from Year 7 to Year
11. Additionally, we have a team of Progress Managers who work with our students on a one-toone and small group basis.
We have specialised inclusive provision for those needing an extra layer of support, enabling
every student with additional needs to make as much progress as possible. We are a fully
inclusive mainstream school and we strive to ensure that all students achieve personally, socially,
emotionally and academically in all areas of the curriculum.
Promoting and supporting positive health and well-being in our students is vitally important to
us at Coundon Court. We provide a safe space for students to access this support and talk to our
trained team of mentors and teachers.

‘’Pupils have a clear
understanding of what is
right and wrong and show
respect and tolerance for
the beliefs of others.”
OFSTED

Responsible
Learners
“Leaders analyse in detail barriers
to learning that affect the progress
of pupils and are determined
to remove them.”
OFSTED

We build confident students who celebrate learning;
knowledge liberates, and our students achieve and succeed
as responsible young people.
We have designed our Coundon Court curriculum in order to deliver a challenging academic provision,
based on the English Baccalaureate – a suite of subjects including English language and English literature;
Maths; the Sciences; Geography; History and Modern Foreign Languages. These optimise our students’
further study and careers options. However, our curriculum has also been designed for the wider
character development of our students, enabling them pick a further two optional subjects. These option
subjects are as follows: Art, Photography, IT, Computer Science, Business, Drama, Music, Design, Food, PE, RE and Sociology
The sum of our approach delivers meaningful culturally rich learning through increasingly connected
concepts and real-world applications. We believe in providing a broad and balanced experience that will
equip our students to not only pass their exams but to understand their rights and responsibilities as
members of a global society.
Please visit our transition website www.coundoncourty6.org for more specific information and contact
details for our Learning Team Leaders, if you have any questions.

Number of lessons per week (30 periods in total)
Year 7
Year 8
English
4
4
Mathematics
4
4
Science
4
4
Modern Foreign Language
2
3
Geography
3
3
History
3
3
Physical Education
2
2
Drama
1
1
Music
1
1
Art and Photography
2
1
Design, Engineering and Food Technology
2
2
Religious Education, Citizenship & Society
2
1
and Ethics
Information Technology & Computing
1

Year 9
4
4
4
3
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
1

Years 7, 8 & 9
We have developed a curriculum designed to challenge and support students as they adjust
to secondary school. It is a broad and balanced experience based on subject delivery of
knowledge, skills and understanding. Whilst in Year 9, our students opt for their examination
subjects.

Years 10-11
Here, our students follow an examination-based curriculum. This provides students with a
two-year window to secure examination grades developing their aptitude, ability and work
ethic.
All students pursue a core curriculum of English, maths, science, society and ethics and
physical & health education.
The vast majority of students at Coundon Court study subjects that form the English
Baccalaureate (EBacc). These students study either French or Spanish and also history or
geography.

“Strategies to raise learners’
aspirations are having an
impact.”
OFSTED

Aspirational
Students

STEM Provision

The Duke of Edinburgh Award

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme is a
nationally recognised award that perfectly
illustrates the Coundon Court’s commitment to
offer high quality and aspirational provision. It is
widely recognised as the world’s leading youth
achievement award and is regarding by
universities and employers as a hallmark of
maturity, independence and inner strength.
We offer the Bronze, Silver and Gold awards to
students in Years 9-13.
The awards are achieved by completing a
personal programme of activities broken down
into the following sections: volunteering,
physical activity, skill activity and expedition.
Our expeditions involve day walks in Kenilworth,
the Malvern Hills and even farther afield to the
Cotswolds, The Peak District and The Brecon
Beacons.

STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths, contains skills that lead to some of the
highest paid jobs in the UK. At Coundon Court,
we provide opportunities for students to learn to
love STEM. From robots and programming to
rocket cars and architecture, we regularly
achieve national awards for our projects. For
example:







Rocket cars entered in the ‘Race for the
Line’ competition have previously won
at regional and national finals.
‘Vex Robots’ have beaten other
Coventry schools in local competitions.
In the “EEP Tomorrow’s Engineer”
competition we have reached the
national final for two years running.
Last year in our first attempt at the
“Lego First League” competition, our
robotics team won regionally and
nationally so were entered for the
global finals.

We have truly world beating students!
A variety of our local and national partners: V&A
London, Culture Coventry, Smallpiece Trust,
Engineering Education Trust, HS2, DesignLab
Nation, Warwick University.

Showing
Resilience

The Pixl Edge programme provides a real
opportunity for students’ resilience at Coundon
Court to stand out from the crowd.

“Awide
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learners
OFSTED
OFSTED

We work alongside this national run programme which gives our students
the opportunity to develop resilience and accredit life skills and attributes
that colleges, universities, apprenticeships and employers are looking for,
such as:

Leadership

Organisation

Resilience

Initiative

Communication
barriers to learning
that

“Leaders analyse in detail
affect the progress of pupils and are
to runs alongside students’ academic successes
The determined
Pixl Edge qualification
andremove
recognizesthem.”
what students do as well as what they know.
OFSTED 2017

In order to gain qualification at Apprenticeship, Graduate or Masters level,
our students need to complete a range of different challenges. These can
be undertaken in lessons, in extra-curricular activities at school or as part
of our wider community.
We reward credits towards the qualification when activities are completed
and evaluated by the students themselves – and we enjoy celebrating this
success in assemblies throughout the year.

Outward Facing
Citizens

Developing our students’ kindness, care and respect for each
other and the wider world is the most important thing at our
school.

We believe that we sit at the heart of the Coundon community. We foster proactive and positive
relationships with the parents and carers of our young people and aim to forge even stronger
links with the wider community.

“A wide range of enrichment
opportunities are provided to
compliment the academic and
vocational programmes that
learners are following.”
OFSTED 2017

We understand the great value and importance identity can have for our students. We support
them in developing a sense of individuality through their years at Coundon Court, but we also
teach them how we as individuals are part of a collective. These are the communities that exist
within our school, the area of Coundon, or our national and global societies.
This is why all of our students study citizenship and learn about British values – democracy,
tolerance, the rule of law and mutual respect for others, all of which are essential for living in
modern Britain.
We are working to develop strategies to be a more outward facing school in the hope of creating
long lasting partnerships with local employers and businesses in Coundon and within the city.

“Activities support the spiritual,
moral, social and cultural
development of pupils
effectively.”
OFSTED

THRIVE
At Coundon Court

SEND
Provision
At Coundon Court School we aim to help everyone reach their potential, regardless of any extra
challenges that they might face. The teachers and teaching assistants in our SEND department are
experienced at directing expertise and resources to help individual pupils, either through personalised
intervention programmes or in class.
Close liaison with parents is crucial to the work that we do; regular meetings are encouraged between
staff across the school and parents, particularly regarding pupils with EHC plans, or those pupils on
the SEND register. Teachers are fully informed about individual pupils in their classes and are offered
training and support where necessary.
We have high expectations for all of our students and encourage each child to be passionate and
enthusiastic about being part of the Coundon family. We are lucky enough to have a school
community which offers a range of extra-curricular activities and opportunities for all of our students,
helping our SEND students in particular to become more independent and to develop strong bonds
with their peers.
At Coundon Court we are proud of all our SEND students and their achievements and would be happy
to discuss our SEND provision and to answer any questions that you may have. Our SEND report can
be accessed via our website.

As a “Thrive School”, Coundon Court implements this approach through a variety of ways across the
school. The Thrive approach promotes positive mental health and emotional wellbeing in children and
young people helping them to cope with life’s ups and downs. Everyone at some point in his or her
school career will need a little extra support. The staff in the Coundon Learning Centre will make sure
this support is put in place.
We run a variety of programmes such as positive behaviours, social skills, keeping yourself safe,
emotional literacy, and making sense of relationships. We also deliver mentoring programmes that
aim to overcome students’ barriers to learning.
We run a free breakfast club each morning, from 7:45am to 8:15am, which is open to anyone.
We work very closely with the SEN and progress teams in making sure we have a holistic approach in
supporting students.

Health
And Wellbeing
Positive mental health is an essential aspect of school life, and, after the Covid lockdowns, Coundon
looks to ensure all students take care of their own personal mental health with a variety of different
areas.
Staff follow the THRIVE principles and start and end each lesson with a smile through the
development of positive relationships, language and an understanding of the children in front of
them in a classroom. This is essential to foster positive wellbeing in staff and students.
Overall wellbeing can be split into three distinct sections; physical, mental and social, which, if
aligned, should ensure that each student is happy at Coundon Court.
Coundon offers a variety of enrichment through sport, and being physically active is encouraged.
Exercise can release ‘feel good’ hormones, an essential ingredient for wellbeing. The mantra for
the school during assemblies has been to walk at least 10,000 steps a day, a challenge many have
risen to, and surpassed!
Mental wellbeing can fluctuate throughout time at school. Exams are a time for stress and anxiety,
as are options and pressures from outside school can also take their toll. Support is offered for
those who need additional help, both internally, with our Mental Health First Aiders, and
sometimes with the help of outside agencies.
Socially, Coundon has a solid pastoral system, starting with the form tutor who will form a strong
relationship with the student. This is essential for making the child feel secure and safe at school,
to help form positive relationships with peers and develop friendships. Tutor activities, sport, music
and drama are encouraged and supported.

Personal
Development

Religious Education (RE)
When students arrive to Coundon Court they are introduced to the foundations of the six major
world religions. Over the course of their curriculum journey, students learn aspect of the similarities
between the Eastern and Western traditions, delving into belief about God and having opportunities
to form and express their own personal beliefs.
Students will engage with philosophical issues, such as the problem of good and evil; ethical issues,
such as human rights, crime and punishment and opportunities to relate RE to other subjects, for
example how religions express themselves through the Arts. Our students are encouraged to be
inquisitive, to make compelling challenges and be prepared to defend their positions in debates. It
is an exciting world out there, and RE in Coundon Court aims to show students the importance of
understanding the wide range of people who are part of it.
Personal Development (PD)
Relationships and Sex Education and Mental Health and Well-being Education
At Coundon Court, we promote a safe learning environment where all students are able to thrive
and develop emotional resilience by learning personal, social, health and economic education
(PSHE). Through the tutor programme and complimentary sessions once every half term, our
students learn how to promote healthy relationships and recognise unhealthy ones, building on prior
learning from primary school and in with the DfE statutory requirements for relationships and sex
education (RSE). Alongside relationships education we have a robust programme to encourage good
physical health and positive mental well-being (MHWB), as well as returning to key aspects of First
Aid training.
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education
The curriculum programme, including world awareness days, national events and the school
environment is designed to enrich our students’ understanding of different spiritual, moral, social
and cultural understanding of the world we live in. House challenges (such as Langar Aid Hamper
Challenge) and super-learning days (such as Fairtrade Fortnight) help to motivate and
encourage respectful and active citizens to be involved in the school and local community. Students
are supported to understand the financial, political, social, and ethical spheres which shape our local,
national and global society.
Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance
We are committed to providing good quality, impartial information, advice and guidance to every
student throughout their school career. Our CEIAG programme provides age-appropriate activities
to provide the best possible foundation on which to base not only their post-16 choices following
Year 11, but also their options choices for GCSE subjects in Year 9. We ensure that students come in
to contact with employers to encourage and support students to make good choices and understand
what they need to do to reach and succeed in the careers to which they aspire.

Co-Curricular

Community
Cohesion

At Coundon Court we believe that co-curricular and enrichment is integral to the personal
development of our students. The energy and variety of activities available in our co-curricular
programme gives every student the opportunity find something to inspire them, from the moment
they join us in Year 7 through to Post 16 enrichment in Year 13.
Taking part in activities, clubs and societies provides additional opportunities to develop
independence and resilience. Students can be challenged and achieve additional rewards outside
the normal confines of the classroom.
We operate a fully inclusive programme of co-curricular and enrichment activities. We are
passionate about ensuring that every student has the opportunity to develop the skills and
attributes needed to enjoy a happy and fulfilling life at Coundon Court.
To ensure your child feels confident in accessing enrichment opportunities in Year 7, all students
are invited to participate in our enrichment carousel. The carousel consists of 22 different
activities; your child will choose six to experience across their first year at Coundon Court. All
equipment and resources are provided whether your child is learning to cycle, cook or practice
first aid. The enrichment carousel is an exciting opportunity for Year 7 students to try new things,
learn new skills and make new friends in a supportive and structured programme.
We are closely linked to many of Coundon’s families already due to having the community's children
at our school, but we really want to ensure the school is of benefit to everyone in the area by creating
opportunities for projects that will make a positive difference.
Our aim is to:





Empower the local community to steer the direction of the community program
Create opportunities for community projects that will make a difference to the local area
Promote positive relationships and attitudes

We have a Community Partnership Group that is made up of local business owners, parents, charities,
other schools, civil servants and sports clubs to drive future initiatives and have lots planned for the
years ahead centred around health, well-being, leisure and cultural projects, education and
employment opportunities, further charity work, links with local businesses and community
partnerships.
So far our community cohesion program has recognised some of the people that make Coundon a
great place, made deals for local businesses available for our parents and pupils, run charity events
raising money for various causes and with the help of some of our feeder primary schools made
blankets for the homeless to be distributed by local charities. We have recently raised over £2000 for
a community defibrillator thanks to some of our Year 7 students completing a sponsored fitness
challenge, a teacher who completed the Ironman Challenge, topped off with donations from the
school and wider community. Watch this space... the defibrillator will be installed soon and training
provided here at the school for community members on how to use the equipment.

“I never thought I’d be able to act on stage so when I had the chance of being in the school
production of Annie, it was like a dream come true.” Year 7 Student

Performing arts and sport at the centre of our school, providing every student with a
culturally rich and diverse education. Our commitment is to nurture the creativity and
expression of every student through an inspiring and engaging curriculum, fostering a
lifelong love of the arts for all.

“PE is very entertaining it is the best lesson in the school.” Year 9 Student

Performing and
Expressive Arts

We offer a wide range of opportunities for all students to explore the performing arts and sport.
Students are actively encouraged to participate in a series of exciting, varied and inclusive
enrichment opportunities. Coundon Court has excellent working partnerships with community
arts organisations, allowing us to facilitate numerous opportunities for students to work with
industry-leading professionals. Our purpose-built Performing Arts Centre provides Coundon Court
students with outstanding facilities in which to discover and develop their own talents.
Music at Coundon Court takes students on a practical and historical journey from the classical
musings of Bach and Beethoven, the world music of Africa and India, famous film scores as varied
as Harry Potter and Jaws to the world changing impact of pop music from the 1950's to present
day.
Drama at Coundon Court is a vibrant and energising subject where students experience theatre
from both the past and the present, and from cultures around the world. Students learn to work
with others and individually on topics that challenge and inspire them. From performance to
design skills, their knowledge of theatre will grow so they can appreciate and recognise the
cultural opportunities the theatre can offer.
Physical Education at Coundon Court promotes a meaningful and enjoyment-based experience
for all young people. We recognise the importance of physical education and the role it has to play
in promoting healthy, long term lifestyles and making a positive impact on mental and social
health. Being physically literate will enable them to have a lifelong love for physical activity and
sport that they can share with their family and friends.

School Expansion
Rebuild Program
Coundon Court will be one of the first fifty schools on the School Rebuilding Program which has
been announced by the Department for Education. This will see significant change in the school
estate over four years, from June 2022.

Coundon Court
Sixth Form
As an inclusive but large Sixth Form centre, we are able to provide an extensive range of courses. Our
students are challenged by the work they do here – but they rise to the challenge. Our Sixth Form delivers
strong results in examinations but also supports each individual’s ability to work with others and develop
a range of key employability skills.
Sixth Form students are playing an ever-bigger role in the school community. An example of this last year
was when Sixth Form students took part in helping younger students practice their reading, an invaluable
life skill. We encourage all our Sixth Form students to participate in enriching activities and the response
from our students is always fantastic.

We have set a number of transformation goals and aims as we move through the design and build
program:

A learner-friendly environment with world-class facilities, utilising the dynamism of
21st century technologies.

The creation of spaces that are sympathetic to our students’ needs, surroundings and
the environment – inside and outside the classroom.

To allow our wider community to further engage with Coundon Court.

To deliver a programme of work that is sensitive to minimize disruption and considers
our stakeholders views.
The rebuild program will be completed through a number of phases with the anticipated block
layouts being:
Block 1

Block 2

Block 3

Throughout a student's time in Sixth Form they will receive advice and guidance to support them onto
their next step. We have a committed team to ensuring students are exposed to as many different
pathways and options as possible before making final decisions. Our Sixth Form Student Professional
Development Program includes, Work Experience, Careers Fair, Presentations from Apprenticeship
Providers and University Representatives, Application Support, and Interview Skills.
We are very proud of our Sixth Form and the outstanding achievement of our students.
Please explore the Sixth Form area on our school website for more information.
OFSTED:

Achievement in the Sixth Form is good. Learners make good progress from their starting points
on both academic and vocational courses. Consequently, the school’s sixth form is very popular
with pupils and an increasing number of Year 11 pupils are opting to continue their education at
Coundon Court.




Leadership in the Sixth Form is strong. Key priorities are clearly summarised by the motto
‘exceeding expectations and raising aspirations’. Work is focused on ensuring that learners meet
or exceed their target grades.
Learners are particularly appreciative of the strong support given to them in preparing for their
future in higher education, training or employment.

“A wide range of enrichment
opportunities are provided to
compliment
the academic
Buildings that are not part of the rebuild program will also receive
capital investment
over a and
number of years to update the facilities within them.
vocational programmes that
learners are following.”
OFSTED 2017
Expansion
Coundon Court was asked by the local authority to expand, this has saw the construction of a new
16 classroom block housing our English, MFL and SEN teams. This building is the blueprint of
Coundon Court’s future estate development.
The expansion also saw an extension added to the hall to cope with the larger year groups and
saw significant investment in sound and lighting to allow stage productions fit for the 21st century
to take place.

Co-Headteachers
Mr D Clarkson and Mr S Mohomed
Chair of Governors
Mr B Lewis

Website: www.coundoncourt.org
Email: admin@coundoncourt.org
Telephone: 024 7633 5121
Address: Coundon Court, Northbrook Road,
Coundon, Coventry CV6 2AJ

